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NewsLine
Timely News for State Society Executive Directors

January 1997

TIPS, the AICPA's Tax Information Phone Service, is now available to all
members, ending the pilot program to Tax or Private Companies Practice section
members. TIPS, which had been accessed via a 900 number, now operates as a
fee-based toll-free number (888/777-7077, option 3). Contact: Michelle Carroll,
201/938-3880; e-mail: mcarroll@aicpa.org
AICPA Chair of the Board Robert Mednick has formed a committee to develop an
approach for implementation of a Board-approved strategic initiative to have an
improved means for formally recognizing, advocating and supporting
specialization within the accounting profession. Contacts: Ed Karl, 202/434-9228;
e-mail: ekarl@aicpa.org; and Chuck Cohn, 212/596-6145; e-mail:
ccohn@aicpa.org

An arrangement is being finalized with Alamo Learning Systems, a training
company, that will enable the AICPA and state societies to offer CPAs training in
the emerging ISO 9000 business. The program will equip CPAs with the skills,
knowledge and tools necessary to help companies become ISO 9000 certified.
Contact: Chuck Peck, 212/596-6070; e-mail: cpeck@aicpa.org

A conference on alternative dispute resolution sponsored by Forbes magazine
and the American Arbitration Association will be held on April 28 and 29 in
Washington, D.C. The Institute is an associated organization of the conference
which will describe ADR services for the user audience. AICPA General Counsel
Richard Miller is a panelist; a brochure will soon be available. Contact: Monte
Kaplan, 212/596-6061; e-mail: mkaplan@aicpa.org

Agenda topics for regional meetings of Council in March include a discussion of
the work of the Special Committee on Regulation and Structure of the Profession
(the "Mingle Committee"), discussion of the visioning process and review of a
plan to have Council members at the May meeting make visits to congressmen
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on Capitol Hill. Contact on Mingle committee: John Sharbaugh, 202/434-9257;
e-mail: jsharbaugh@aicpa.org . Contact on Council meeting: Frank Katusak,
212/596-6130; e-mail: fkatusak@aicpa.org
On February 1 and 2 the AICPA-NASBA Joint Committee on Regulation of the
Profession will participate in a retreat. The Institute promises to get information
emerging from that retreat to the states the following week. Contact: John
Sharbaugh, 202/434-9257; e-mail: jsharbaugh@aicpa.org

An announcement on the hiring of a director for the AICPA's "visioning process"
is expected to be made soon. This person will begin the formal interchange
between the Institute and the states to make this new, important initiative a
success. Contact: Barry Melancon, 212/596-6001; e-mail: bmelancon@aicpa.org
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By the end of 1996, more than 30 state societies had joined the Internet alliance
provided by the AICPA and Microsoft partnership. All of the states that signed up
through November were shipped their Dell server, U.S. Robotics modem and
Microsoft software. So far, 26 states will be virtual hosting (9 already have their
Web sites) and 7 will be self hosting (4 Web sites are established). Contact: Bill
Rehm, 201/938-3201; e-mail: wrehm@aicpa.org

Preventing states and localities from imposing any new taxes on Internet access
or services until a comprehensive national approach to taxation of electronic
commerce is developed is the subject of legislation soon to be introduced by Rep.
Christopher Cox (R-Calif.) and Sen. Ron Wyden (D-Ore.). It is hoped the
measure will relieve the burden imposed on information technology companies,
especially small start-up businesses, by myriad state taxes on electronic
commerce. Contact: Carol Shaffer, 202/434-9268; e-mail: cshaffer@aicpa.org
QUICK NOTES
Nominations for Council membership are due to Frank Katusak on January 31.
Please do your best to submit names on time.

Relief from work load compression continues to be one of the AICPA's highest
legislative priorities.

FASB Chairman Denny Beresford completes his term on June 30; he cannot be
reappointed. A search committee has begun looking for candidates to succeed
him.
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Submissions for The CPA Letter state news feature are due February 3; send
them to Anita Dennis (fax: 201/763-7036).

NewsLine is produced by the Public Relations/Communications Team of the American
Institute of Certified Public Accountants and is published primarily for executive directors of
state CPA societies. Questions or comments should be directed to Ellen Goldstein,
212/596-6112, fax 212/596-6121 or e-mail egoldstein@aicpa.org.

